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An open letter to the Honorable Lou Barletta and the Honorable Tom Marino, 

The FCC's Open Internet Rules (net neutrality) are extremely important. I urge you to protect them. 

Creating a proprietary Internet infrastructure is the most serious threat to small business and innovation 
in the history of our nation. FCC Chairman Pai, a former Verizon stakeholder, has made it clear that his 
intention is to erase net neutrality and eliminate subscriber privacy. 

The GOP traditionally is pro-business and intensely focused on free-market capitalism. The concept of 
self-empowerment for the small business person has been the core of our values for more than 100 
years. Recently, however, campaign contributions from Comcast, Verizon, AT&T, and Time Warner are 
focused with one mission in mind, to ultimately put a stranglehold on communications and user data.  

The Internet was funded by every American with their tax dollars. 99% of the infrastructure is owned by 
the taxpayer. 1% of the infrastructure is owned by large ISPs, however they intend to control the entire 
Internet based on strategic “last mile” ownership. 

Gentlemen, I know that you personally have received financial support from these companies. Please 
stand up to them and make it clear that financial support will not be enough to harbor your favor 
against the best interests of your constituents. 

Individuals want privacy. Individuals want zero censorship. 

Small businesses such as mine depend on equal access to be able to compete among the behemoths. 

Large businesses such as Google, Netflix, Facebook and twitter that provide extraordinary services and 
value deserve not to be forced to pass a “private tax” on to customers, only benefiting a handful of 
ruthless and controlling companies. 

If you are truly pro-business and truly support your constituency you must tell the FCC that net 
neutrality is essential for the future of America, and that citizens own the Internet, not corporations. 
The FCC must declare the Internet as a common carrier and ensure privacy and neutrality. 

Thank you, 

Jason Tweed, Senior Partner 

Michael Rapino, Senior Partner 


